
In the Spirit with Understanding 
Bible Study 

 
Below is an excerpt from Ever Increasing Faith, Smith Wigglesworth.  I will not try to add to it. 
 
“"Let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue, pray that he may interpret." This is an important word. 
 
After receiving the Baptism in the Holy Ghost and speaking in tongues as the Spirit gave utterance, I 
did not speak with tongues again for nine months. I was troubled about it because I went up and 
down laying hands upon people that they might receive the Holy Ghost, and they were speaking in 
tongues, but I did not have the joy of speaking myself. God wanted to show me that the speaking in 
tongues as the Spirit gave utterance, which I received when I received the Baptism, was distinct from 
the gift of tongues which I subsequently received. When I laid hands on other people and they 
received the Holy Ghost, I used to think, "Oh, Lord Jesus, it would be nice if you would let me speak." 
He withheld the gift from me, for He knew that I would meet many who would say that the Baptism of 
the Holy Ghost can be received without the speaking in tongues, and that people simply received the 
gift of tongues when they received the Baptism. I did not receive the gift of tongues at that time, but 
nine months later I was going out of the door one morning, speaking to the Lord in my own heart, 
when there came a volume of tongues. When the tongues stopped I said to the Lord, "Now, Lord, I 
did not do it, and I wasn't seeking it; so you have done it, and I am not going to move from this place 
until you give me interpretation." And then came an interpretation which has been fulfilled all the world 
over. Is it the Holy Ghost who speaks? Then the Holy Ghost can interpret. Let him that speaks in a 
tongue pray that he may interpret, and God will give it. We must not rush through without getting a 
clear understanding of what God has to say to us. 
 
"What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with 
the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also" (Verse 15). If you pray in an unknown tongue in 
the Spirit you do not know what you are praying; you have no understanding of it. It is unfruitful to 
those round about you; but you have the same power to pray with the understanding under the 
unction of the Spirit as you have to pray in an unknown tongue. Some say, "Oh, I could do that, but it 
would be myself doing it." If YOU pray, it is yourself, and everything you do in the beginning is 
yourself. I kneel down to pray and the first and second sentences. May be in the natural; but as soon 
as I have finished, the Spirit begins to pray through me. The first may be yourself. Granted. The next 
will be the Holy Ghost, and the Holy Ghost will take you through, praise the Lord. Everything but faith 
will say, "That isn't right." Faith says, "It is right." The natural man says, "It isn't right." Faith says, "It is 
right." Paul says, "I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also;" and he does it 
in faith. The devil is against it and your own self-life is against it. May God the Holy Ghost bring us 
into the blessed place where we may live, walk, pray and sing in the Spirit, and pray and sing with the 
understanding also. Faith will do it. Faith has a deaf ear to the devil and to the working of the natural 
mind, and a big ear to God. Faith has a deaf ear to yourself and an open ear to God. Faith won't take 
any notice of feelings. Faith says, "You are complete in Him." 
 
It is a wonderful thing to pray in the Spirit and to sing in the Spirit, praying in tongues and singing in 
tongues as the Spirit of God gives you utterance. I never get out of bed in the morning without having 
communion with God in the Spirit. It is the most wonderful thing on earth. It is most lovely to be in the 
Spirit when you are dressing and you come out to the world and the world has no effect on you. You 
begin the day like that and you will be conscious of the guidance of the Spirit right through the day.” 
 
Heavenly Father I pray that we would pray in the Spirit, sing in the Spirit and understand also.  Amen. 
 

Scriptures above are out of 1 Corinthians 14 

  

http://www.worldinvisible.com/library/wigglesworth/5f00.0930/5f00.0930.c.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%3A15&version=AKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+14&version=AKJV


Bible Study 

 

1. Who gives the interpretation of tongues? (1 Corinthians 14:13-17) 

 

2. Who does speaking in tongues edify? (1 Corinthians 14:4) 

 

3. Who does interpretation of tongues edify? (1 Corinthians 14:5) 

 

4. How should you pray? (1 Corinthians 14:15) 

 

5. How should you understand? (1 Corinthians 14:18-22) 
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